INFORMATION ON SHELTERS
At times our Conference Clients may get into a situation where they have no source of income, their rent is overdue, and eviction proceedings have begun.  In these cases, Conferences are faced with the dilemma that even if the current month’s rent is paid, the next month’s rent will be due shortly and the Client has an inadequate source of income.  Possible solutions involve the Client moving in with a relative or a friend.  If this is not possible, then the Vincentian can suggest that the Client move into a shelter.  If the Client moves into a shelter, the Client would have to find a place to store his/her furniture and belongings.  Storing it at a friend or relative’s house would be preferred over renting a storage facility.  

Occasionally, Conferences will get calls to pay a motel bill for a Client.  Many of the Conferences have found that these situations are best handled by sending the Client to a shelter, rather than paying for a motel room.  SVDP has invested funds in building and operating shelters for these types of situations.

SVDP has 3 shelter facilities:  2 Men’s shelters and 1 for Women and children.  When the Vincentian has a case that requires a shelter, they should call either the Men’s shelter (383-7343) or the Women & Children Shelter (383-7341).  It is important to realize that the composition of the family (age and sex of children) that is being evicted will be a big factor in finding a suitable shelter facility in Baton Rouge.  The table below is a brief summary of various options, including phone numbers.  One of the SVDP Shelter supervisors (at one of the phone numbers above) can provide guidance on finding the right space.  Be sure to read info about the SVDP shelters on the Special Works part of the website.  SVDP shelters provide a hand-up and not just a hand-out.
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